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PRESS RELEASE

(16 August 2005)

Environmentally friendly at Kyabram Health Services

Chief Executive Officer, Dr Neil Cowen said yesterday “We must make sustainability a part of everything we plan and make sustainability a part of everything we do, if we are to enhance and maintain our quality of life and protect our environment.”  KDHS has undertaken a review of all our current environmental practices lead by Mr Peter Jayaweera, Engineering Manager and Ms Julie Riley who is a member of the Board of Directors of the health service and committed to best environmental practice.  

Dr Cowen said, “We wish to play our part in implementing the recently released government report “Making Victoria a Sustainable State”. The way we treat our environment must be consistent with our internal values of Respect and Care. We understand that we influence the condition of environment, through the products we buy, transport we choose, or the investments we make.” 

Kyabram & District Health Services is progressing towards sustainability and lead by example.

· We buy electricity from a company who uses renewable source, like solar or wind, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

· We have installed Solar panels on the Administration building for the hot water system to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions.

· We have installed a grey water tank for recycling the kitchen waste and rainwater for the garden area sprinkler system.

· We monitor air temperatures in the buildings to maintain temperatures to standard recommendations for the comfort of the staff, patients and visitors.

· We monitor and rectify any devices where water is wasted.

· We buy energy efficient appliances for the Kyabram Health Services to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and reduce water usages.

· We have installed Energy efficient Light fittings to reduce and better manage the electrical requirements to the hospital.

· We have incorporated strategy to use natural light to reduce artificial light, hence electricity.

· We are committed to contribute to bring about significant changes to modify behaviour that damages the environment.

Recycling of Water
During the first stage of our Nursing Home redevelopment the Fire Sprinkler water storage tank was made redundant including the booster pump. These items were saved for the important environmental project that was planned for the hospital. The engineering staff under took major portion of the work involved. The tank was positioned close to the kitchen. Water that was allowed to run down to the storm water system was redirected to the tank for storage. Grey water from the kitchen was directed to the same tank. The old fire pump was connected to the sprinkler system to a preset pressure to deliver the water to our sprinkler system. This saved a substantial amount of water from the normal water supply. The grey water from the kitchen when used during the initial stages was beneficial to the environment due to the nutrients from the food scraps. The fermentation of the carbohydrates emitted unpleasant odour. Due to these complaints from staff and patients the kitchen grey water was diverted back to the sewerage system. We require a treatment plant to treat the grey water from the kitchen before used in the garden area. When a funding round for infrastructure items is in the offer for the next financial year is available, we intend to pursue to obtain the appropriate amount for the treatment plant.

The advantage of using a treatment plant is grey water from the kitchen can be utilised through out the year. Recycling the water used in the kitchen is our aim, but need some investment to achieve the goal.

risks and providing a safe service is of the highest priority.”

