[image: image1.wmf] 


MEDIA RELEASE   July 21, 2006

New Community Health Building and Upgrade of Sheridan 

The Board of Kyabram and District Health Services has announced a $2.8 million capital works program for 2007.

Stage 3 of the Sheridan aged care facility will be completed in early 2007.and is a significant refurbishment and expansion of the south wing.  It will encompass an upgrade of facilities resulting in 10 more residents moving to single rooms with ensuites, and the building of a huge activities area, located off a new lounge room and separate dining area and a paved courtyard.  It is expected to cost $1.4million.

These works supplement the 10 new single rooms built in stage 2 and the 12 additional bedrooms built in stage1 works and again will be completed from the Health Services own reserves   Mr Doug Crow, President of the KDHS board said, “The Board is extremely pleased that the aged members of our community will be able to enjoy these expanded activity areas and have additional privacy.  We would like to do even more and complete Stage 4 as well, but there are insufficient funds to complete Stage 4 immediately.  The board continues to work with government to try and obtain the funding so all the stages of Sheridan and the Community Health Building can be completed quickly.  This now brings the total capital works outlay within our infrastructure to approximately 15 million dollars since 1995, of which government has only contributed 8%”.  

Stage 1 of a brand new Community Health Building will be completed in mid 2007.  It will be located between the Kyabram Regional Clinic and the main Hospital building and be attached to the existing Administration building. A consultation period is to begin shortly with staff, clients and the community but Stage 1 will have as its core, a new Physiotherapy gymnasium, new staff wing, refurbished single storey Administration Building for client education etc, and a new entry and reception area.  Dr Neil Cowen, Chief Executive Officer said, “Staff numbers have been expanding as KDHS offers new services and we need more physical space.  The move to expand the Pat Hayes Centre was always a temporary move to house staff while the new building was being planned and built.  It is great that the funds have been committed to commence the building works in mid 2007.  It will be a springboard to increase services to the community even further”. Stage 1 is expected to cost $1.4million.  For more information please contact:  Neil Cowen, Kyabram and District Health Services, Ph 58 57 0250 

