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January 2009
On Tuesday 2nd December 2008 the Minister for Health Hon Daniel Andrews MP presented the ‘State Nursing Excellence Awards’ in the Sir Redmond Barry Room, ANZ Building, Melbourne.  At this ceremony five Kyabram & District Health Services Division 1 nurses were also awarded their badges and plaques for completing the inaugural “Rural & Remote Advanced Practice Nurse” course.

Estelle Close, Christine Hangan, Mary Heke-Davies, Catherine Hogan and Jenny Boak (now at Bendigo Health Care Group) were all recognised by the Minister and senior DHS executive, Elise Sullivan.

All of these nurses gained extra education to advance their nursing skills to be able to appropriately assess a patient, maintain airways, suture wounds and improve their handover technique to the doctors after patient assessment.  The nurses gained these practical skills both internally with local GP supervision and support as well as external sessions.  These skills are invaluable in working both in the Accident & Emergency department and on the general ward.  
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Maxine Brockfield, Director of Clinical Services congratulated the 5 nurses, saying “It was quite a diverse and challenging course, which I am sure the staff would say that has improved their professional skills.”

Mary Heke-Davis, Jenny Boak, Christine Hangan and Catherine Hogan at the commencement of the program.





Estelle Close and Mary Heke-Davis with their awards, and flowers presented to them by Management at KDHS








