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PRESS RELEASE
2nd March 2009
Kyabram Free Press
Elm Tree removal necessary
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Kyabram & District Health Services regrets to announce that our magnificent elm tree at the front of the Community Health building currently presents such a great risk to the safety of the community that it now needs to be removed.
Approximately seven years ago a major crack developed in the tree. This was repaired and the branches braced with wire ropes to support the weight. Since that time, the tree has grown by more than thirty percent in size, the old crack has enlarged and further cracks have appeared. The rope bracing is now the only reason the branches have not fallen. The prolonged drought and the huge weight of the growing branches are thought to be reasons for these problems. 
Following inspection, the area around the tree was immediately fenced to protect our community against the possibility of falling branches. 
After obtaining reports from two independent arborists, the only safe option available to us was to remove the tree. Full consideration was made to repairs and further bracing however following to the professional recommendations received that this would still remain as too much risk and avoiding the inevitable. The final decision was made after great consideration given its age and the fact that the tree could never be deemed safe.  
The tree will be removed on Saturday 14th March by Peckers Tree Stump Removals.

Following recovery of the ground, the area will be re-planted and the area beautified as weather and gardening constraints allow.  For further information please contact Neil Cowen or Kevin Betterman on 5857 0200.
