
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary in Kyabram was first formed in 1933 in conjunction with the 

establishment of the first cottage hospital under the auspices of Bush Nursing Association.  

There was much work to be done converting an existing private house into a three ward 

eight bed hospital.   

 

Funds were raised to purchase beds, blankets, crockery and smaller necessities such as 

towels, tray cloths, serviettes, tea cosies.  Cakes were baked, flowers and vases were 

provided.  Linen needed to be cleaned and mended and in times of staff shortages, the 

Ladies Auxiliary also helped care for patients.  They provided a ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ άǘǊǳƭȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎέ. The 

Auxiliary organised ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘŜŀ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴǎέΣ street stalls, aƴŘ άƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΩ.  Funding in the 

first year allowed the purchase of a metal framed portable patient screen. 

 

By 1958 the community needed better facilities and the cottage hospital continued to need 

repairs.  After a lot of hard work door knocking and fund raising, saw the fulfilment of a lot 

of dreams and the reward of the official opening of the new District Memorial Community 

Hospital with 33 beds, free of debt, on March 27th 1960.  The Auxiliary were instrumental in 

opening of a kiosk and Op Shop.   With tireless dedication ideas continue to flow to raise 

funds with card afternoons, garden parties, Dutch auctions, competitions. 

  

 

 

 

The ladies Auxiliary & Kyabram Bush Hospital Afternoon tea will  be held in the  

Pat Hayes Centre on 29th July 2008 

 

Can You Please Help Us? 
Ɇ identify relatives of the 

inaugural Auxiliary and 
Board of the Bush Nursing 
Hospital. 

Ɇ ÏÂÔÁÉÎ ÐÈÏÔÏȭÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
original Bush Nursing 
Hospital 

ƺ identify local residents 
who were born in the 
Bush Nursing Hospital 



 

 

 
 

 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Collier 
Ward Clerk 

Naomi Summers 
PAG Assistant 

Krysten Rathbone 
Ward Clerk 

Steve Healey 
Maintenance 
Handyman 

Chris Hoadley 
Administration 

Officer 

Paula Judd 
Director of Finance 

& Information 
systems 

 

 

THE ABOVE AND BEYOND AWARD  

The LIFT ï Care Committee have approval to recognize staff who 

ñgo above and beyond their normal work requirementsò.  The aim 

of this award is to show appreciation and ackno wledgement to 

staff in a less than formal style  

Any staff can nominate another individual or team by forwarding 

to the LIFT ï Care Committee Chair, a proposal that illustrates 

how their candidate has earned the award.  All nominations will 

be considered by  the LIFT ï Care Team.  It is not intended that 

this award become a regular feature, rather an award that merits 

more than ñthanks for a job well doneò approach. 

Nominations should be sent C/ - Chris Hoadley  

Amy Rippington 
Div 1 Nurse 

Do not be in a hurry to tie what you  

cannot untie  



 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Life truly cannot be described as boring in Sheridan  

We celebrated Anzac with a Lone Pine Ceremony, 

we had Sean Burgess & Tim Quirk our Air force 

Cadets looking very impressive.  Kyabram  Legacy 

members helped with readings , Pastor Laurie 

Hastings was our guest speaker and Natalie Roberts 

played the bugle in a very moving ceremony.  

Ian Purdey was MC for the day and welcomed 

guests from PAG Group, Staff, Residents and 

members of the RSL.  This was a wonderful 

opportunity for our Residents to be part of a 

community event and for our own veterans to 

celebrate and remember their comrades. 

A big thank  you to all who contributed and 

attended on the day.  

 

Friday 2nd of May we celebrated with the 

Mitsos Family an evening of Greek cuisine and 

dancing. Staff member Vaaia Mitsos arranged 

for her family and friends to bring alive some 

Greek culture for our Residents.  

After many days of feverishly cooking the family 

brought in a scrumptious variety of Greek Food. 

Her grandmother travelled from Melbourne to 

be part of the celebrations and her mother, 

brother, cousins and aunt & uncle all arrived in 

National costumes and danced away the 

evening to the enthral lment of our Residents. 

 

To the Mitsos family.  

An Evening of Greek Festivities 

Lone Pine Ceremony 

If winning is not everything why do we 

keep score  



 

  

Staff incidents reported for the twelve month period 

01/05/2007 ς 30/04/2008 

Total staff incidents reported     63 

Total incidents reported      634 

% of staff to total       9.93% 

Total staff incidents reported for the preceding 12 months   76 

Breakdown 

Exposure/Contamination (needlestick etc)     8 12.7% 

Anatomical/OH&S       2 03.18% 

Aggression/Assault       9 14.29% 

Clinical Support        1 01.58% 

Personal injury       35 55.55% 

Management / Communication & Disputes     3 04.77% 

Falls / slips        4 06.35% 

Security issue        1 01.58 

The major portion of incidents reported related to personal injury incidents however, the majority of these 

concerned minor type injuries. Seven out of the eight exposure incidents involved needlestick injuries.  Five out of 

the nine aggression/assault incidents related to Resident aggressiveness towards staff members, three verbal abuse 

incidents and one incident of a staff member being scratched. 

As can be seen from the regression trend chart there has been a reduction in the number of incidents reported for 

the twelve month period.   

 

Adverse Incidents 
 

The two most abundant things in the 

universe are hydrogen and stupidity  



 

ñMemories of a War in Sarawakò 

Excerpts from the ABC series ñCan We help ò  

aǊ .ƻō 5ǊȅǎŘŀƭŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !./ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎŎǊŜŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ муth 

April 2008.  Mr Drysdale now 86 years old who lives in Kyabram 

was in charge of a POW and Internees camp at Labuan, Borneo 

when he met the twin boys and was touched by their huge, 

infectious smiles when they came to greet the Australian soldiers 

of a morning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Drysdale re-united with Michael 

Mr Drysdale always wondered what had happened to the boys.  

His daughter Janice McPherson started the search, then contacted 

ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƴ ²Ŝ IŜƭǇέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !./Φ  

 

After a long search the ABC team located Michael, and planned 

with the help of Mr Drysdales family a surprise reunion with their 

families in Kyabram.  Mr Drysdale was able to fulfil a dream and  

was able to spend precious time reminiscing.  The ABC also 

obtained Wartime footage which neither bob or Michael had seen of the years in 

Borneo..Bob  

 

Both boys travelled with their adopted parents Australians Mr & Mrs Breshir and were given 

a European education.  Michael lead a traditional life in Borneo and lives there with his 

family.   Stephen joined the armed forces in England and lived there with his family but 

passed away 4 years ago.  Both boys retained a close relationship throughout their lives 

even though they lived in different parts of the world. 

 
This photo was taken in 

1945 for an article in a 

Brisbane paper 

The boys Danis Stephen and 

Dandi Michael Tiong 

narrowly escaped death 

prescribed by a tribal 

superstition, when their 

mother died during their 

birth, the tribe believing 

they were cursed by the 

gods.  Normally such 

children were left 

unattended until they die.  

Two missionaries Mr and 

Mrs A Brewshir who found 

and cared for them as wards 

throughout three years of 

internment in Kuching 

Labuan and into their 

adulthood. 

It does not matter how high or how fast you climb 

the mount its how you live in the valley that counts  


