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Anne Ryall Nursing Excellence Award

Anne Ryall, who was Midwifery Coordinator, worked at Kyabram & District Health Services (KDHS) from 1977-2004.   Unfortunately Anne’s nursing career was cut short as a result of her terminal illness.  Anne was renowned for her dedication to health care, so when the bequest from Anne was donated to Kyabram & District Nursing Services the staff believed it important to target the money in areas Anne was especially passionate about.

Anne is remembered by staff as a skilled and compassionate nurse who believed strongly in improving the care and outcomes for all patients.  This is particularly evident in her practice as a midwife where her ideas were instrumental in the creation of our birthing suite, which provides a friendly environment for mother and baby.   The health service plans to continue in this goal by using some of these funds bequeathed by Anne to purchase a rocking chair for breastfeeding mums to use.   

Throughout her career Anne continued to build upon her skills and promoted learning amongst members of her team.  Anne also forsaw a need to improve wound management within the hospital.  She was a driving force in setting up a Wound Management Committee that aimed at improving management of wounds.  The donation has enabled the District Nursing service to purchase a digital wound measurement system.  This allows rapid calculation of measurements.  The digitalizing tablet converts a line tracing into a true area measurement and can be used to calculate the percentage and change from the last wound measurement. 

As a result of Anne’s commitment to nursing excellence and ongoing education it is fitting to have a Nursing Excellence Award in Anne’s name.  This donation has also enabled the health service to present an annual award  to a nurse who demonstrates excellence in nursing.   

Christine Hangan was the first to receive this award and KDHS was pleased to invite Ivan (Anne’s husband) to present this award to Christine.  Many of Anne and Ivan’s family attended the presentation.

Anne would have been particularly proud that Christine received this award as Anne had acted as a great support and role model, encouraging Christine to continue to upgrade her qualifications.

Christine has worked at KDHS for 20 years.  Commencing as a Division 2 nurse, Christine went on to study Division 1 nursing at La Trobe University, winning the Golden Key Award; and then her Midwifery Post Graduate qualification at La Trobe University in 2006, receiving the St. John of God Midwifery award for high achievement.

This year Christine is undertaking further education, with four other nursing staff members, in Advanced Nursing Practice in Emergency Care.

KDHS would like to thank Anne’s family for their generosity and we hope Anne’s influence will continue to guide us in achieving excellence in patient care. 
