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PRESS RELEASE

KDHS Community Health Building is Open
11th April 2008

The Community Health building at Kyabram & District Health Services was officially opened in conjunction with Youth Week celebrations on Wednesday 9th April.

A celebration of youth was held from 10:00am until 2:00pm showcasing their musical talent, theatre & visual art.  The Theme was Young of Art.
About 150 students from the Kyabram Secondary College, St Augustine’s P-11 and Dawes Road Primary School came along to listen to music from local artists and see some theatrical and visual art displays.  The students were then given a tour the new community health building, and some health awareness information specifically relevant to our youth.
At 3:00pm Board President, Mr. Doug Crow, addressed over 120 dignitaries, community members and KDHS staff before officially opening the new Community Health building.

Mr. Crow welcomed special guests, and congratulated Peter Minchin on the successful youth expo, saying “anything that assists in better health and well being deserves reward.”

Mr. Crow then listed the capital improvements that KDHS have financed over the last 8 years, with no assistance from any external bodies, at a cost of $7.5million.  These being:
· The new 12 bed dementia specific extension of Sheridan (stage1);

· Purchase and upgrade of the Kyabram Regional Clinic;

· Stage 2 extension of Sheridan;

· Stage 3 renovations of Sheridan;

culminating with Stage 1 of the Community Health project.

The Community Health project was designed to improve the facilities for primary care and early intervention, and to bring our community and allied health staff to one location.  The interim step was to convert a house into offices and consulting rooms, which was adequate on a temporary basis.
Stage 1 is not just a new building with an up to date physiotherapy area, consulting rooms and office area, with space and amenities to allow staff to provide a range of services, but also a platform from which we can expand our services.  Community Health is a growth area and other stages are planned for the future.
Mr. Crow thanked CEO, Neil Cowen; Director of Clinical Services, Maxine Brockfield; Community Health Manager, Carolyn Jones and Engineering Manager, Peter Jayaweera, who is leaving KDHS after 9 years of service.  Thanks were also made to the Architects, Jovaras Westland; and the Builder, Crow Constructions for their work on our new building.

Mr. Crow cut the ribbon to officially open the building and invited everyone to inspect the building and displays, and to enjoy some light refreshments.
