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Kyabram & District Health Services


PRESS RELEASE

Kyabram Bike Riders raise money for KDHS

17th June 2008

Separate bike rides were organised by two groups of local bike riders to raise money for equipment in Sheridan.

The first group of 28 riders rode from Kyabram to Maryborough, stayed overnight in Maryborough and rode back to Kyabram via Bendigo and Malden – a total of 280 kilometres.  They spent 10 hours on their bikes over the 2 days.

Brendan Quirk from Ky Cycles provided backup support for anyone who had bike trouble during the ride.  His services were very much appreciated by those who needed them (it would have been a long walk otherwise).

The riders booked an entire motel in Maryborough and had a lot of fun over the weekend.  They raised over $5,000 for our elderly residents.

The group is intending to run the event again next year, on the 2nd last weekend in March, and are already looking forward to it.

The following weekend a group of 10 riders and 3 support people headed off from Echuca on the annual Murray to Moyne bike ride.  The first day is from Echuca to Hamilton (for a short sleep), and then on to Port Fairy.  This is a relay event and the riders rode between 210 and 280 kilometres, and were on their bikes between 9 ½ hours and 12 hours, with everyone riding (albeit slowly) into Port Fairy.

This group also had a lot of fun along the way, raised $3,500 and are looking forward to next year’s event.

Riders in both events included KDHS doctors, staff and family members, KDHS Board members, locals who ride regularly, and locals who train for the one event a year.

CEO Neil Cowen says “I would like to sincerely thank all of the bike riders and support crew for their efforts and for donating the money raised to Sheridan.  I have participated in the Murray to Moyne once and know just how hard it is.  I do appreciate the commitment of these local people.”

The equipment that will be purchased for Sheridan is some new, more comfortable commode chairs, a reclining shower chair for those who are unable to sit upright on a regular shower chair, specialised air mattress for bed bound residents, and some equipment for the resident activities program.

Fundraising will be commencing in the near future for the 2009 events so please support us in any way that you can.  

“The amazing support of the people in the local community is the reason we have a great hospital and are able to provide other quality services for the community”, says Neil Cowen.

