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               Kyabram & District Health Services


PRESS RELEASE

28th January 2009

A. G. HUTCHINSON WING (SHERIDAN) CLINICAL OR RESIDENTIAL??
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It is our aim to promote the autonomy of all residents in Sheridan, our high care nursing home, in order to preserve their dignity, purpose and the meaning in their lives.  Accordingly, we want to provide a home-like environment for each resident, who are or may be members of your family.

The A. G. Hutchinson Home (now the A. G. Hutchinson Wing), was established on the clinical model of care that was current in the 1970’s.
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The rooms in this wing comprise:

· 2 x 4 bed rooms with no door

· 4 x 2 bed rooms with no door

· 1 x 1 bed room with door

Shared rooms are suitable for a single gender and currently the majority of residents are female.  This results in equity issues when a bed becomes available.
When a bed becomes available in a shared bedroom it can only be offered to a person of the same gender as the other residents in that room.   That person may not be the most needy person on the waiting list.
The bathrooms in this wing comprise:

· 1 x shared by 5 residents of mixed gender

· 1 x shared by 5 residents of one gender

· 1 x shared by 2 residents of one gender

There is currently inadequate ventilation in bathrooms causing both steam and heat to be a problem.

The bathrooms are too small to allow for bath trolleys, specialised shower chairs and everyday equipment to be used.  The newer and specialised equipment provides a higher level of comfort for  residents but is too big for the old bathrooms.
The air conditioning unit in the Hutchinson Wing is old and not always effective.
The current nurse call system is intrusive to many residents at night due to loudness.
(there is more on the next page)
YOUR EXPECTATIONS
If you needed a high level of care as you grow older, you would expect Sheridan to be as ‘home-like’ as possible.  After all, this would be your home.  You would expect to be able to bring some of your own personal belongings so it FEELS like your home.  You would expect to be able to enjoy time with your visitors in your own special area.  You would expect to have privacy and the ability to maintain your dignity, while you received your special care.   None of this is possible in shared bedrooms, without doors.  We want to meet your expectations in all areas of Sheridan.
PROJECTED COST OF STAGE 4 (the final stage) of the SHERIDAN UPGRADE
The projected cost of the planned upgrade is                $2.3million

The Capital Appeal has raised
                                       $626,000

KDHS has committed to fund                                             $800,000


Total raised to date is



      $1,426,000

That leaves a shortfall of   $874,000

We don’t expect to get any government assistance for this project.

We are applying to Philanthropic Trusts, but in this economic climate do not hold much hope of being granted anything significant.

CAN YOU PLEASE HELP US?

HOW CAN YOU HAVE PRIVACY IN A ROOM LIKE THIS??





If you can help, know someone who can, or would like more information on how you can help, please contact one of the following people:





Doug Crow		0419 522 122


Mike Sweeney	5852 2431


John Burrows	5853 2172


Barry Prideaux	5851 0200


Gwen Campbell	5857 0250





At the end of the project there will be large room, lots of light, personal belongings, PRIVACY, DIGNITY.  









