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Kyabram & District Health Services


PRESS RELEASE

24th November 2009
Stanhope community health services- here for the long haul

Dr Neil Cowen Chief Executive Officer of Kyabram and District Health Services said “Despite unfounded rumours to the contrary, there are absolutely no plans to either close or reduce services currently delivered from the Stanhope campus of our Community Health Services.”

He further stated “that over the past year the amount and the range of allied health and nursing services has increased. Last year there were 12 hours per week of paid nursing hours at Stanhope and this year it has 20 hours of nursing paid each week.  This happens to be the same level as occurs at our Tongala campus.
Mr Mike Sweeney, President of the Board of Directors, said “Last night the Board reconfirmed its ongoing intention to maintain community services to all the people of Stanhope and surrounding areas. The continual improvement to their health and wellbeing is our mission and purpose.  We are pleased that services have increased over the past year”.
In commenting on concerns about budget constraints, Dr Cowen said “all health services work within constraints and KDHS has been able to remain in the black for many years, while increasing the level and type of services delivered and its current budget is on track. There is always room to do more if additional funding is available. 
There has been a change in personnel in delivering services but no reduction in services.  KDHS believes that all staff must work within their scope of practice, for which they are trained and employed

