2009 Anne Ryall Nursing Excellence Award Winner

Anne Ryall worked at Kyabram & District Health Services (KDHS) from 1977 – 2004 and Midwifery Coordinator.  Unfortunately Anne’s nursing career was cut short as a result of her terminal illness, but her memory lives on through the annual award sponsored by the Ryall family.  

The 2009 ‘Anne Ryall Nursing Excellence Award’ was presented to Wendy Pogue.  Wendy is a Credentialed Diabetes Educator, which is a major achievement, completed facilitator training for LIFE program, achieved level 1 certificate in insulin pump therapy, organised and chaired the northern region meeting for the Australian Diabetes Educator Association, is a representative on the Lodden-Mallee diabetes Pathway Committee, is acknowledged and respected as a Diabetes champion by local doctors, is catering to a drastically increasing diabetes population, and is a constant advocate, educator, mentor and support for local clients, doctors and other health staff within the region and is a worthy winner of this annual award.

Anne is remembered by staff as a skilled and compassionate nurse and she believed strongly in improving the care and outcomes for all patients.  This is particularly evident in her practice as a midwife and in her goal to improve wound management within KDHS.  Throughout her career she continued to build upon her skills and promoted learning amongst members of her team.  Anne was a driving force in setting up a Wound Management committee that aimed at improving management of wounds.

Anne was renown for her dedication to health care so when the bequest was from Anne’s estate Anne’s family and staff at KDHS believed it was important to target the donation in areas Anne was especially passionate about.  Anne’s commitment to nursing excellence and ongoing education was the basis for the annual ‘Anne Ryall Nursing Excellence Award’.  The Award is presented annually to a nurse who demonstrates excellence in nursing.
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